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1) What	is	Divine	Providence?	
Divine providence (Hebrew: פרטית השגחה - Hashgochoh Protis or Hashgaha Peratit) is 
discussed throughout Rabbinic literature, by the classical Jewish philosophers, and by 
the tradition of Jewish mysticism, especially the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of the 
Chassidic movement. He taught that every event in the universe and every experience in 
a person's life, and their every aspect, is specifically guided and determined by the 
Divine will. 

	
2)	Psalm 33:14 

	

From His dwelling-place He gazes on all 
the inhabitants of the earth 	

רֶץ׃ י הָאָֽ ל כָּל־ישְֹׁבֵ֣ יחַ אֶ֖   מִֽמְּכוֹן־שִׁבְתּ֥וֹ הִשְׁגִּ֑
 		

	

3)	Psalm 37:23 

The steps of a man are established by 
God, and He delights in his way.	

נוּ ודְַרְכּ֥וֹ יחְֶפָּֽץ׃ בֶר כּוֹנָ֗ צְעֲדֵי־גֶ֥ יהְוהָ מִֽ 	מֵ֭
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4)	Italian Kabbalist Joseph Ergas (1685-1730)		

The Italian Kabbalist Joseph Ergas (1685-1730), in his Shomer Emunim (Preserving Be-
liefs), summarizes what he considers to be the Kabbalistic views on the subject: 
“Nothing occurs by accident, without intention and divine providence, as it is written in 
Leviticus 26:24 

‘Then will I also walk with you in 
hostility (chance) [be-keri].’ 	

ניִ  י אֶתְכֶם֙ גַּם־אָ֔ רִי והְִכֵּיתִ֤ ם בְּקֶ֑ י אַף־אֲנִ֛י עִמָּכֶ֖ הָלַכְתִּ֧
בַע עַל־חַטּאֹתֵיכֶםֽ׃   שֶׁ֖

	
You see that even the state of ‘chance’ is attributed to God, for everything proceeds 
from Him by reason of special providence.” 

5)	The Talmud - 	Berakoth 33b 

And Rabbi Ḥanina said: Everything is in 
the hands of Heaven, except for fear of 
Heaven, as it is stated: “And now Israel, 
what does the Lord your God ask of you 
other than to fear 
	

הכל בידי שמים חוץ מיראת ואמר רבי חנינא 
שנאמר ועתה ישראל מה ה' אלהיך שואל  שמים

  מעמך כי אם ליראה
	

6)		Psalm 147-8-9 

And now, O Israel, what does the 
LORD your God demand of you? Only 
this: to revere the LORD your God, to 
walk only in His paths, to love Him, 
and to serve the LORD your God with 
all your heart and soul. - 
Deuteronomy 10:12 

 

ה יהְוָ֣  ל מָ֚ י אִם־ועְַתָּה֙ ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ _ כִּ֣ ל מֵעִמָּ֑ י` שׁאֵֹ֖ ה אaֱהֶ֔
ה  כֶת בְּכָל־דְּרָכָיו֙ וּלְאַהֲבָ֣ י` לָלֶ֤ ה אaֱהֶ֜ ירְִאָה אֶת־יהְוָ֨ לְ֠

֖̀ וּבְכָל־ י` בְּכָל־לְבָבְ ה אaֱהֶ֔ אתֹ֔וֹ ולְַֽעֲבדֹ֙ אֶת־יהְוָ֣
`׃  נפְַשֶֽׁ

7)		Psalm 147-8-9 

who covers the heavens with clouds, 
provides rain for the earth, makes 
mountains put forth grass; who gives 
the beasts their food, to the raven’s 
brood what they cry for.  

ר  רֶץ מָטָ֑ ין לָאָ֣ ים הַמֵּכִ֣ יםִ ׀ בְּעָבִ֗ ה שָׁמַ֨ הַֽמְכַסֶּ֬
ים חָצִֽיר יחַ הָרִ֣ הּ לִבְ  הַמַּצְמִ֖ ה לַחְמָ֑ ן לִבְהֵמָ֣ נֵ֥י נוֹתֵ֣

אוּ׃ ר יקְִרָֽ ב אֲשֶׁ֣ רֵ֗ ֹ֝   ע
 

	

8)	Isaiah 45:7 

I form light and create darkness, I make 
peace and create evil— I the LORD do all 
these things. Isaiah 45:7 
 
 

ע אֲנִ֥י  ה שָׁל֖וֹם וּב֣וֹרֵא רָ֑ שֶׁ_ עשֶֹׂ֥ ֹ֔ א ח ר אוֹר֙ וּבוֹרֵ֣ יוֹצֵ֥
ה  ה עשֶֹׂ֥ כָל־אֵֽלֶּה׃ יהְוָ֖  
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9)	Exodus 3:15 

	

And God said further to Moses, “Thus 
shall you speak to the Israelites: The 
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you: This 
shall be My name forever, This My 
designation for all eternity.  

י  ֹֽה־תאֹמַר֮ אֶל־בְּנֵ֣ ה כּ ים אֶל־משֶֹׁ֗ ויַּאֹמֶר֩ ע֨וֹד אaֱהִ֜
י  ם אaֱהֵ֥ י אַבְרָהָ֜ ם אaֱהֵ֨ י אֲבתֵֹיכֶ֗ ה אaֱהֵ֣ ישְִׂרָאֵל֒ יהְוָ֞
ם  י לְעלָֹ֔ ם זֶה־שְּׁמִ֣ ניִ אֲלֵיכֶ֑ ב שְׁלָחַ֣ ֹ֖ י יעֲַק ק ואaֵהֵ֥ יצְִחָ֛

ר׃ ֹֽ ר דּ ֹ֥ י לְד  וזְֶ֥ה זִכְרִ֖

	

10)	The Wording 

ם 	עלָֹ֔
 

ם  עוֹלָ֔
	

ם 	נעְֶלַ֣
	

11)	Leviticus 4:13 

If it is the whole community of Israel 
that has erred and the matter is hidden 
from the eyes of the congregation, – 
Leviticus 4:13 
	

ם ת ישְִׂרָאֵל֙ ישְִׁגּ֔וּ ונְעְֶלַ֣ ם כָּל־עֲדַ֤ ל ואְִ֨ י הַקָּהָ֑ ר מֵעֵינֵ֖ 		 דָּבָ֔

	

	

12)	Genesis 1:2 

the earth being unformed and void, with 
darkness over the surface of the deep 
and a wind (spirit) from God sweeping 
over the water		

י תְה֑וֹם ורְ֣וּחַ  שֶׁ_ עַל־פְּנֵ֣ ֹ֖ הוּ וחְ ֹ֔ הוּ֙ ובָ ֹ֙ ה ת רֶץ הָיתְָ֥  הָאָ֗
יםִ׃ פֶת עַל־פְּנֵ֥י הַמָּֽ ים מְרַחֶ֖   אaֱהִ֔
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13)	Psalm 119:89 

Forever God, Your word stands firm in 
heaven. 	

יםִ׃ ב בַּשָּׁמָֽ ̀֗ נצִָּ֥ בָרְ ה דְּ֝ ם יהְוָ֑   לְעוֹלָ֥
	

	

14) Maimonides - Moreh Nevuchim, ch. 18 

Divine providence does not rest upon all men equally. The degree of providence 
extended to an individual will increase in proportion to his superiority in the 
perfection of his human qualities…. 

	


